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ional religious bodies 


m on current issues 


Official Reports of Church Membership 


The press has carried reports on the Christian Herald's 
church membership statistics published in its September 
issue. The compilation is reproduced below in three 
tables in order that our readers may have it for ready 
reference. 

The figures indicate an inclusive membership of 79,- 
576,352 persons, or 53.3 per cent of the estimated popula- 
tion. The data are mainly for the calendar year 1948 
or for a fiscal year ending in 1948. Both the gross mem- 
bership and the percentage of church members to the 
total population are the highest figures ever reported. 
In some instances, the Census of Religious Bodies for 
1936 is quoted, or figures for other recent years are given, 
when annual reports are not available. 

The proportion of church members to the total popula- 
tion has been increasing steadily throughout the history 
of the United States. However, it is not known what 
proportion of church members attend church services, 
or contribute money for the support of local churches, or 
are otherwise active. The extensive shifting of the popu- 
lation during World War II has undoubtedly resulted 
in a situation where many persons now reside in com- 
munities other than those in which the churches that 
claim their membership are located. 

The definition of church membership in this collection 
of figures, as in all compilations, is in each case that of 
the body reporting. There are three such definitions: 

1. There are bodies that report all persons in the cul- 
tural or nationality group served. Examples: Jewish con- 
gregations and Eastern Orthodox churches. 

2. There are bodies that count all baptized persons as 
members. Examples: Roman Catholic, Old Catholic, 
Protestant Episcopal, and many Lutheran bodies. 

3. There are bodies that report those persons who 
come into full membership, usually at age 13. This is 
the general practice of Protestant churches in the U. S. A. 

Thus comparisons of gross membership of various 
bodies should not be made unless the basis of reporting 
is the same. A basis of comparison has been furnished 
at times in the past by giving the number of members 
13 years of age and over. However, about half the re- 
ligious bodies have not been able to supply figures for 
their members 13 years of age and over. 

In the Christian Herald’s compilation, about 60 per 
cent of the members of all religious bodies are classified 
as Protestant. In the Census of Religious Bodies, 1906, 
about 60 per cent of the members of the religious bodies 
then reporting were also classified as Protestant. 

The 11 Protestant denominations with memberships 


of more than one million reported about 73 per cent of 
the Protestant members. Ninety-three per cent of the 
Protestants are found within the 31 bodies that report 
more than 200,000 members. 

There is again no report from the Church of Christ, 

cientist, because, according to the manual of that body, 
it is opposed to “the numbering of people and the report- 
ing of such statistics for publication.” 


Religious Education Statistics 


The International Council of Religious Education has 
published a compilation of statistics on church schools 
for the calendar year 1947 or for a church year ending 
early in 1948, prepared by the Department of FEduca- 
tional Program and Research. Statistics from 246 re- 
ligious bodies show 232,672 Sunday or Sabbath schools, 
24,588,112 pupils and 2,406,505 teachers and officers. 

Comparison with figures gathered in 1945 shows a 
net loss of 21,891 pupils, but gains of 19,060 schools, 
and of 623,489 teachers and officers. Among the re- 
ligious bodies cooperating in the International Council 
1948 registered gains over 1945 of 393,317 pupils and 
426,122 officers and teachers. 

The 1948 compilation revealed 54,949 vacation church 
schools with 3,705,238 pupils. In 1945 there were re- 
ported 2,056,525 pupils in vacation schools, and, in 1943, 
2,675,639. 

A rough calculation has been made in this Department 
of the long-time trend of membership in Sunday or Sab- 
bath schools in relation to the gain in total population. 
In 1926, the year of the latest adequate federal Census 
of Religious Bodies, there were reported 21,038,526 
pupils in the schools of all denominations. The figure 
for 1948, noted above, was 24,588,112 pupils. The gain 
was 16 per cent. During the same period the estimated 
population of the nation increased more than 25 per cent. 

The latest figures on these church schools are found 
in Religious Education Statistics, published by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 206 South 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago 4, Ill., at 25 cents a copy. 


The Churches in Missionary Areas 

Protestants in mission areas have increased over 200 
per cent in the past 23 years, a report issued by the In- 
ternational Missionary Council, New York, reveals. The 
survey, covering 120 countries and island groups outside 
the United States, Canada, New Zealand, Australia and 
Europe, showed that the number of Protestants increased 
from 6,517,697 in 1925 to 25,341,283 in 1948. 

At the same time, the report said that Roman Catho- 
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10. 


TABLE | 
PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES WITH MEMBERSHIP ABOVE 50,000 


Southern Baptist Convention. 
National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.............cceseeeeeeseeseenee 
National Baptist Convention of 
Presbyterian Clurch in the 
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod 

(formerly Evan. Luth. Synod of Mo., Ohio and other states)........... 
Congregational Christian 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Evangelical United Brethren 
Churches of Christ 
American Lutheran 
Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Evan. Luth. Joint Synod of Wisc. and other states 
Nat’! Ass’n Free Will Baptists 
American Baptist Ass’n 
Seventh Day Adventists 
United Presbyterian of N. A 
Church of the Brethren 
Reformed in America 
Reorgan. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.................. 
Gen. Assoc. of Regular Bapt. Churches 
United American Free Will Baptists 
Nat’l Bapt. Evan. Life and Soul Sav. Assembly of USA 
Pentecostal Church of God in America 
Int. Church of the Four-Square Gospel 
Independent Fund. Churches of Amer 
Mennonite Church 


MEMBERS 
1948 
8,651,062 
6,491,981 
4,385,206 
2,580,921 
2,330,136 
2,228,270 
1,872,049 
1,814,172 
1,583,360 


1,519,952 
1,184,661 
947,855 
816,578 
757,352 
714,583 
707,326 
682,172 
646,605 
638,652 
527,350 
422,646 
381,000 
340,530 
288,355 
273,147 
255,127 
245,861 
222,619 
215,094 
213,188 
205,677 
185,799 
178,356 
138,321 
128,849 
113,842 
110,000 
96,736 
94,069 
88,411 
85,000 


46,036,246 


NOTES: (a) The figure (1,703,010) given last year was incorrect and should have read 1,718,010. 


(b) A correction of figure previously published. 


(c) Figures for the Church of Christ, Scientist, are not available. See explanation in the text. 


1As of 1936 2As of 1942 3As of 1944 4As of 1945. 
Source: The Christian Herald, September, 1949. 


MEMBERS 
1947 


8,567,772 
6,270,819 
4,122,315 
2,580,921 
2,234,798 
2,160,207 
(a) 1,718,010 
1,778,943 
1,541,991 


1,469,213 
1,157,764 
916,789 

2 868,735 
(b) 720,286 
708,382 
(b) 700,413 
682,172 
646,700 
613,701 
520,175 
408,565 
381,000 
300,000 
288,355 
243,515 
255,127 
245,861 
215,545 
209,341 
209,277 
202,605 


44,663,665 


53. 
34. 
55. 
56. 
37. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
6l. 
= 62. 
63. 
IL. 64. 
12. 65. 
13. 66. 
14. 67. 
15. 68. 
16. 69. 
17. 70. 
18. 71. 
19. 72. 
20. 73. 
21. 74. 
22. 75. 
23. 76. 
4. 77. 
25. 78. 
26. 79. 
27. 80. 
28. 81 . 
29. 82. 

30. 83. 

31. 84. 

32. 184,584 85. 

33. 178,318 86. 

34. 135,788 87. 

35. 127,381 88. 

36. 112,541 89. 

37. 1 18,787 90. 

38. 92,604 91. 

39, 90,666 

40. 188 411 93. 

41. 70,000 94. 

42. 78,009 76,276 99. 

43. 75,000 * 75,000 96 

44, 71,419 69,104 97 

45. 70,843 * 70,843 98 

46. 69,157 169,157 Tr 

47, 68,000 37,048, 

48, 66,611 56,197 To 

49. 65,000 65,000 

50. 54,729 53,338 

51. Lutheran Free Chur 54,608 53,325 

52. Church of Christ, Scientist jugs (c) (c) 

XUM 


Saturday, September 24, 1949 
TABLE Il 
PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES WITH MEMBERSHIP 10,000 TO 50,000 
MEMBERS MEMBERS 

1948 1947 
53. Evan. Mission Covenant Church of 49,590 49,003 
5, Colored Primitive Baptists. 43,897 43,897 
57. United Evangelical Lutheran Churcht.........0cccccccccecsseccecesess 40,710 38,908 
58. Nat’l David Spiritual Temple of Christ Union (Inc.) USA............... 40,515 40,362 
Christian and Misslomary 40,283 40,283 
63. Gen'l Conf. of Mennonite Church of N. 34,720 45,200 
69. Colored Cumberland Presbyterian 30,000 30,000 
70. Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church..............cccccccccccsccceccs 29,301 29,153 
71. Moravian Church in America (Northern Province)....................- 28,710 43,809 
75. Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church...............0ceeeeeeeeceees 26,173 24,651 
79, Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church of 20,146 19,588 
81. Reformed Zion Union Apostles Church..............cc.ceeeeccecereees 20,000 10,000 
84. Church of the United Brethren in Christ..................0cceceeeeeee 18,544 18,544 
88. Triumph the Church and Kingdom of God in Christ.................... 15,500 15,500 
90. Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of America................. 14,979 14,428 
91. Finnish Apostolic Lutheran Church of America....................205- 14,511 14,511 
96. Evangelical Free Church of America..............cccccccccccvcccccces 12,000 12,000 
Total, Protestant bodies 10,000 to 1,203,483 1,189,444 
Total, Protestant bodies 50,000 and above..:.........ccceccccceccccccccecece 46,036,246 44,663,665 

Total Protestant bodies not tabulated 317,474 

(see Table IIT). 
Total non-Protestant bodies not tabulated 51,305 
Grand Total of all Religious Bodies in the U. S. A.................06. 79,576,352 
Source: The Christian Herald, September, 1949. 
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TABLE Ill 
MEMBERSHIP NON-PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS BODIES IN U. S. 
1948 1947 

Jewish Congregations 4.641,000 1 4.641,000 
Polish National Catholic............... 250,000 4 250,000 
Int. General Assembly of Spiritualists. . 157,000 150,000 
Serbian Eastern Orthodox............. 75,000 75,000 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America 39,54 5 39,500 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox ........... 20,300 8 20,300 
N. A. Old Roman Catholic Church..... 16,000 47,500 
National Spiritual Assoc., Inc.......... 12,000 12,000 
Progressive Spiritual Church .......... 11,347 111,347 


1As of 1936 2As of 1940 3As of 1942 4As of 1944 5As of 1945 
Source: The Christian Herald, September, 1949. 


lics in the same areas now number 130,135,533, and that 
there are 11,595,803 Eastern Orthodox church members. 

Numerically, Protestants showed the greatest gains in 
South Africa and India-Pakistan, where over the 23-year 
period they increased from 714,013 to 5,467,281 and 
from 580,212 to 4,100,224 in the respective countries. 

In Latin America, the largest gains were reported in 
Brazil, Argentina, and Mexico. In these countries the 
increases were from 69,527 to 1,657,524 in Brazil, from 
3,350 to 259,056 in Argentina, and from 31,138 to 265,148 
in Mexico. 


According to the report, the entire Protestant mission- 
ary staff now numbers 192,987. This includes 25,989 
ordained ministers, 128,713 laymen and 38,285 lay wo- 
men, Ordained ministers from foreign countries num- 
bered 8,883 and nationals 17,106. 

Countries with the largest number of mission agencies 
and churches were South Africa, with 82; India-Pakis- 
tan with 101 groups plus 37 theological seminaries and 
79 Bible schools; and China with 81 agencies, plus 50 
theological seminaries and 160 Bible schools. 

The total number of worship places in the areas sur- 
veyed was 141,169. 

The only country to show a loss in the Protestant popu- 
lation was Turkey, where Protestants declined from 
15,283 in 1925 to 2,900 in 1948. In Syria and Lebanon 
Protestants increased from: 3,735 in 1925 to 21,527 in 
1948, During the same period, Palestine and Transjor- 
dan registered an increase from 3,136 to 16,115, Arabia 
from 7 to 52, Egypt from 41,006 to 163,190, and the 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan from 244 to 19,442. 

In the Far East Korea showed an increase from 201,063 
members to 743,773; Manchuria from 245 to 54,938; 
and China from 594,086 to 1,404,178. 

The data are published in The World Christian Hand- 
book, prepared by E. J. Bingle of London, published by 
the World Dominion Press. In the U. S. A., the book 
is distributed by the Friendship Press, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, at $7.50 a copy. 


Weekday Religious Education After Champaign 


Because of the widespread discussion of the Supreme 
Court decision in the Champaign, Ill. case (McCollum vs. 
Board of Education), the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education has issued two publications that con- 
tain valuable information on the current situation in 
weekday religious education. The titles, which must be 


ordered from the International Council, 206 South Michi- 
gan Avenue, Chicago 4, are as follows: 

Statement of Policy Regarding Weekday Religious 
Education, 10 cents a copy. 

Questions Frequently Asked About Weekday Religious 
Education, by Roy G. Ross, 10 cents a copy. 

(Both publications are copyrighted by the Interna- 
tional Council and are quoted by permission.) 

In the Statement of Policy, the final court action in 
the Champaign, IIl., case is given. The Supreme Court 
of the United States had held unconstitutional a system 
of weekday religious education carried on by an inter- 
faith committee in the public school buildings of that 


city, with the aid of the public school system (INFoRMA-_ 


TION Service, March 20, 1948). The Supreme Court 
of the United States ordered that the case be “remanded 
to the State Supreme Court for proceedings not inconsis- 
tent with this opinion.” The Supreme Court of Illinois, 
in turn, remanded the case without opinion to the Cir- 
cuit Court of Champaign County. That court then issued 
the following order of mandamus: 

“IT IS HEREBY ORDERED (1) that the Board 
of Education of Community Unit School District Num- 
ber 4, Champaign County, Illinois, immediately adopt 
and enforce rules and regulations prohibiting all instruc- 
tion in and teaching of religious education in the man- 
ner heretofore conducted by said School District Num- 
ber 71 in all public schools within the original School 
District Number 71, Champaign County, Illinois, and in 
all public school houses and buildings in said district 
when occupied by public schools; and 

“(2) To prohibit within said original School District 
Number 71 the use of the state’s public school machinery 
to help enroll pupils in the several religious classes of 
sectarian groups.” 

In the Statement of Policy, the International Council 
“expresses conviction that the recent opinion of the 
United States Supreme Court in the Champaign case has 
been misinterpreted in some quarters as being more in- 
clusive and sweeping in its application to weekday sys- 
tems than is warranted by the statements throughout the 
various opinions included in the total decision.” The 
International Council urges church leaders “‘to seek com- 
petent legal advice regarding those local aspects and prac- 
tices which may seem to be brought into question by the 
decision.” The Council concludes that five justices of 
the Supreme Court, in their expressed opinions, believe 
that some weekday systems are unexceptionable. 

The International Council “has not encouraged the 
use of public school buildings and public school machin- 
ery, nor the point of view that weekday religious educa- 
cation classes were a part of the public school program.” 

In the publication, Questions Frequently Asked, Dr. 
Ross states that the International Council has reports 
from thirteen states in which attorneys-general or state 
departments of education have expressed opinions that, 
“if religious education classes are conducted ‘on released 
time’ but off the school property with none of the school 
machinery being used save the excusal of the pupils for 
that period of time, the weekday program is still permis- 
sible and is not to be considered unconstitutional. . . . 

“The vast majority of school systems which have re- 
viewed their administrative arrangements for released 
time religious education in the light of the McCollum 
decision, have decided to continue, some with virtually 
unchanged programs and others making necessary ad- 
justments.” 
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